US History: Essay 1
Option 1:

Choose a passage from what we’ve read so far in Chapters 16 or 17 that you have found to be interesting, important, or provocative. Cite the passage and explain why the topic of that passage is significant to American history, and how that topic is related to the US role in WWII, or the effect of WWII on the US.  Cite at least one fact from one outside source on the same topic. 
Option 2:

Pages 430-436 deal with McCarthy and the Rosenberg trial. 
Explain what made senator McCarthy so famous. Why do you think his cause got such a large, popular following at the time? What was McCarthyism, and how was it related to the Rosenberg case?

Cite at least one fact from an outside source.

Option 3:

On page 422, Zinn, speaking of the use of the atomic bombs says, “the justification for these atrocities was that this would end the war quickly, making unnecessary an invasion of Japan. 

Citing at least one fact from an outside source, argue the strengths and weaknesses of this argument.

Writing guidelines:

Develop a thesis. Your thesis is the main point and tells the reader what it is you are going to say in your essay. Your first paragraph should outline what your essay will look like and make an argument about the New Deal.

For this essay, you must cite Howard Zinn (both in-text and in a works cited section). Back up your statements with specific examples.

Make your essay flow: Pay attention to grammar and organization.

Do not plagiarize! Be creative and express your own thoughts. If you use information or ideas from any source, cite your source.

Citations: If you are going to cite Zinn, page numbers should be cited in-text like this: (Zinn 171). Here is how it should look in your works cited:

Zinn, Howard. A People’s History of the United States. Harper Collins, New York, NY, 2005.

	Grade (out of 100 points)
	Response to the Prompt and thesis statement

30
	Evidence

35
	Organization

25
	Grammar

10

	90-100
	Your thesis is clearly stated in the first paragraph, and it is backed up with evidence and a clear argument.

Your thesis clearly responds to all parts of the question. 
	You cite at least 3 examples (in-text and in a works cited)

 Your thesis is well supported with examples
	Your paper is organized in a  clear and logical way.
	You have fewer than 5 typos, grammatical, or spelling errors.

	80-89
	You provide a clear response to the prompt but do not address all parts of the question or have other minor problems
	You provide three distinct examples, but do not fully explain them
	Your paper is well-organized, but there are minor problems with the flow of paragraphs or the links between paragraphs
	You have between 5-10 errors

	70-79
	You do not provide a clear response to the prompt or do not state it in your first paragraph
	You provide fewer than 3 examples, or they do not directly relate to your thesis
	There are major problems with your paragraphs, or there are fewer than the required 5 paragraphs
	You have between 11-15 errors



	60-69
	You do not give a clear response to the prompt 
	You do not provide examples that clearly supports your thesis or do not give any description of those examples
	Your paper is disorganized, there is no clear separation of ideas into paragraphs, or it is well shorter than the required 500 words.
	You have more than 15 errors


