
	Iran
Due 5/4
1. US relationship to Mossadegh
2. Causes of the Iranian revolution
3. US support of the Shah and the hostage crisis of 1979
Due 5/6

4. US involvement in Iran-Iraq War. Include Iran-Contra scandal.
5. History of sanctions and their impact on Iran. 
6. Student protests in Iran: Why were many students dissatisfied with Khameini from 1999-2009?
Due 5/11

7. History of Iranian nuclear program. What evidence is there that there is a nuclear weapons program, not just a nuclear energy program? Look at IAEA reports.
8. Explain why Iran opposes ISIS. Why does ISIS threaten Iranian regional interests? 
9. Analysis of current talks with Iran. If they succeed, how would that affect US policy toward the whole Middle East?

Presentations: Due 5/14


· Divide topics/questions among group members for each week.
· First set of research due on 5/5, second set due on 5/7, third set due on 5/12. Presentations will be given on 5/14.
· Each set of research must include the following:
· Sources cited in MLA format.
· Sources must be from  “respected sources,” i.e. major newspapers, organizations or educational institutions, or books.
· Minimum of one page summary of research
· Summary includes key dates and events, important people, and conveys an accurate understanding of the context and significance of your event. This means you may look at more than one source before you have a deep understanding of your topic or question.
· Presentations on 5/14:
· On 5/5, 5/7 and 5/12, there will be in-class time to work with your group on a powerpoint presentation. For each topic you research, you will be responsible for two slides per day (total of six per person).
· Slides must be informative, accurate, and to-the-point..
· You must put your name in the notes section of your slides to get credit.
· In addition to slides on each topic you research, as a group, one person will be responsible for each of the following:
· An annotated timeline that includes each of the major events covered in presentation.
· Biographical sketch of a person who has played a particularly large role in your topic.
· An annotated map which  clarifies key concepts covered in your presentation.
· Portfolio 5: This portfolio will include 3 research assignments (20 points each) and final presentation (20 points in tests/quizzes category). If you still need a current event, it should be an extra news source on one of your topics. 
· Essay 5 Due at EOC during finals week: If you write Essay 5, it will be to replace a lower essay grade.
· Essay 5 will be to write a research paper that explains the current US policy toward the country or countries you studied explaining the historical roots of how and why we got to where we are today.



	Cuba
Due 5/4
1. US support for Batista. What did Batista do to be a good ally of the US?
2. US assets, investments and interests in Cuba under Batista.
3. Cuban Revolution: Why did it happen? Roles of Che Guevara and Fidel Castro.
Due 5/6

4. US attempts to overthrow the revolution: Bay of Pigs
5. Cuban Missile Crisis. Explain its background and how it was resolved.
6. How did the fall of the Soviet Union affect Cuba? How did it affect US policy toward Cuba?
Due 5/11

7. History and effects of US blockade on Cuba.
8. How has Raul Castro' differed from Fidel Castro?
9. Analyze current talks with Cuba.

Presentations due 5/14




· Divide topics/questions among group members for each week.
· First set of research due on 5/5, second set due on 5/7, third set due on 5/12. Presentations will be given on 5/14.
· Each set of research must include the following:
· Sources cited in MLA format.
· Sources must be from  “respected sources,” i.e. major newspapers, organizations or educational institutions, or books.
· Minimum of one page summary of research
· Summary includes key dates and events, important people, and conveys an accurate understanding of the context and significance of your event. This means you may look at more than one source before you have a deep understanding of your topic or question.
· Presentations on 5/14:
· On 5/5, 5/7 and 5/12, there will be in-class time to work with your group on a powerpoint presentation. For each topic you research, you will be responsible for two slides per day (total of six per person).
· Slides must be informative, accurate, and to-the-point..
· You must put your name in the notes section of your slides to get credit.
· In addition to slides on each topic you research, as a group, one person will be responsible for each of the following:
· An annotated timeline that includes each of the major events covered in presentation.
· Biographical sketch of a person who has played a particularly large role in your topic.
· An annotated map which  clarifies key concepts covered in your presentation.
· Portfolio 5: This portfolio will include 3 research assignments (20 points each) and final presentation (20 points in tests/quizzes category). If you still need a current event, it should be an extra news source on one of your topics. 
· Essay 5 Due at EOC during finals week: If you write Essay 5, it will be to replace a lower essay grade.
· Essay 5 will be to write a research paper that explains the current US policy toward the country or countries you studied explaining the historical roots of how and why we got to where we are today.





	North Korea

Due 5/4
1. Analyze end of Korean War and how it led to continued tensions between North and South.
2. History of US support of South Korea and  international support received by North Korea.
3. History of North Korean development of nuclear and ballistic technology.
Due 5/6

4. Analyze why North Korea is seen as a threat to regional stability.
5. What are US interests in Korea?
6. Analyze the effectiveness of US sanctions on North Korea.
Due 5/11

 7,8 & 9: Analyze how Clinton, Bush and Obama have each designed policy toward N. Korea. How have their policies differed?

Presentations due 5/14



· Divide topics/questions among group members for each week.
· First set of research due on 5/5, second set due on 5/7, third set due on 5/12. Presentations will be given on 5/14.
· Each set of research must include the following:
· Sources cited in MLA format.
· Sources must be from  “respected sources,” i.e. major newspapers, organizations or educational institutions, or books.
· Minimum of one page summary of research
· Summary includes key dates and events, important people, and conveys an accurate understanding of the context and significance of your event. This means you may look at more than one source before you have a deep understanding of your topic or question.
· Presentations on 5/14:
· On 5/5, 5/7 and 5/12, there will be in-class time to work with your group on a powerpoint presentation. For each topic you research, you will be responsible for two slides per day (total of six per person).
· Slides must be informative, accurate, and to-the-point..
· You must put your name in the notes section of your slides to get credit.
· In addition to slides on each topic you research, as a group, one person will be responsible for each of the following:
· An annotated timeline that includes each of the major events covered in presentation.
· Biographical sketch of a person who has played a particularly large role in your topic.
· An annotated map which  clarifies key concepts covered in your presentation.
· Portfolio 5: This portfolio will include 3 research assignments (20 points each) and final presentation (20 points in tests/quizzes category). If you still need a current event, it should be an extra news source on one of your topics. 
· Essay 5 Due at EOC during finals week: If you write Essay 5, it will be to replace a lower essay grade.
· Essay 5 will be to write a research paper that explains the current US policy toward the country or countries you studied explaining the historical roots of how and why we got to where we are today.



	Afghanistan
Due 5/4
1. Analyze US role in Soviet-Afghan war in 1980s. Why did the war start? Why did the US support the Mujahideen?
2. What happened after the war was over in Afghanistan? In what ways did the US continue to be involved?
3. Explain the rise to power of the Taliban.
Due 5/6

4. Analyze the historical importance of opium to the Afghan economy.
5. Explain why Afghanistan is geopolitically important for its potential to host oil pipelines. What pipelines were planned, and why were they never built?
6. Why was the Taliban attacked after September 11th, 2001?
Due 5/11

7. Did the US win the war in Afghanistan? Explain.
8. Describe why Hamid Karzai wanted the US to withdraw its troops.
9. Explain why Obama has recently decided not to fully withdraw troops?

Presentations due 5/14



· Divide topics/questions among group members for each week.
· First set of research due on 5/5, second set due on 5/7, third set due on 5/12. Presentations will be given on 5/14.
· Each set of research must include the following:
· Sources cited in MLA format.
· Sources must be from  “respected sources,” i.e. major newspapers, organizations or educational institutions, or books.
· Minimum of one page summary of research
· Summary includes key dates and events, important people, and conveys an accurate understanding of the context and significance of your event. This means you may look at more than one source before you have a deep understanding of your topic or question.
· Presentations on 5/14:
· On 5/5, 5/7 and 5/12, there will be in-class time to work with your group on a powerpoint presentation. For each topic you research, you will be responsible for two slides per day (total of six per person).
· Slides must be informative, accurate, and to-the-point..
· You must put your name in the notes section of your slides to get credit.
· In addition to slides on each topic you research, as a group, one person will be responsible for each of the following:
· An annotated timeline that includes each of the major events covered in presentation.
· Biographical sketch of a person who has played a particularly large role in your topic.
· An annotated map which  clarifies key concepts covered in your presentation.
· Portfolio 5: This portfolio will include 3 research assignments (20 points each) and final presentation (20 points in tests/quizzes category). If you still need a current event, it should be an extra news source on one of your topics. 
· Essay 5 Due at EOC during finals week: If you write Essay 5, it will be to replace a lower essay grade.
· Essay 5 will be to write a research paper that explains the current US policy toward the country or countries you studied explaining the historical roots of how and why we got to where we are today.



	A country at war: US Military interventions around the world since 1990.
North African Conflicts

Somalia: Due 5/4
1. Explain why two American Blackhawk helicopters were shot down in Somalia in 1993. How did the US/UN react?
2. What is Al-Shabaab? Explain their origins and rise in power.
3. Obama has used drones to attack targets in Somalia. Explain current US interests and involvement in Somalia. 


Sudan: Due 5/6
4. Explain US opposition toward Omar al-Bashir. South Sudan recently seceded and became its own country – how has this changed US interests toward Sudan? 
5. Sudan was listed as a state sponsor of terrorism in 1993. What terrorism did it sponsor? 
6. The United States refused to label the genocide in Darfur a genocide, with Colin Powell saying that only “acts of genocide” occurred.  What has the US done in response to that humanitarian crisis?


Libya: Due 5/11
7. Analyze the history of US Libyan relations since Ghadaffi came to power. At what points were we friendly and at what points were we hostile to Ghadaffi. Why did the US bomb Libya in 1986?
8. Why did the US through the UN attack Libya in 2011? Why was it in US interests to attack Libya?
9. US involvement in Libya since 2011 bombing. What has been the result of the US/UN bombing of Libya? What are current US interests in Libya?




· Divide topics/questions among group members for each week.
· First set of research due on 5/5, second set due on 5/7, third set due on 5/12. Presentations will be given on 5/14.
· Each set of research must include the following:
· Sources cited in MLA format.
· Sources must be from  “respected sources,” i.e. major newspapers, organizations or educational institutions, or books.
· Minimum of one page summary of research
· Summary includes key dates and events, important people, and conveys an accurate understanding of the context and significance of your event. This means you may look at more than one source before you have a deep understanding of your topic or question.
· Presentations on 5/14:
· On 5/5, 5/7 and 5/12, there will be in-class time to work with your group on a powerpoint presentation. For each topic you research, you will be responsible for two slides per day (total of six per person).
· Slides must be informative, accurate, and to-the-point..
· You must put your name in the notes section of your slides to get credit.
· In addition to slides on each topic you research, as a group, one person will be responsible for each of the following:
· An annotated timeline that includes each of the major events covered in presentation.
· Biographical sketch of a person who has played a particularly large role in your topic.
· An annotated map which  clarifies key concepts covered in your presentation.
· Portfolio 5: This portfolio will include 3 research assignments (20 points each) and final presentation (20 points in tests/quizzes category). If you still need a current event, it should be an extra news source on one of your topics. 
· Essay 5 Due at EOC during finals week: If you write Essay 5, it will be to replace a lower essay grade.
· Essay 5 will be to write a research paper that explains the current US policy related to the wars since 1990s that you covered: Choose at least two conflicts that have something in common. Explain how these two conflicts relate, and how they help to understand and explain American interests in the world.




	A country at war: US Military interventions around the world since 1990.

Middle East Conflicts

Gulf War 1991: Due 5/4
1. Explain how Saddam Hussein rose to power. What was his relationship with the US between then and the 1980s?
2. Why did Iraq attack Iran in 1980? Why did Iraq attack Kuwait in 1990?
3. Explain why Iraq’s attack on Kuwait was a threat to US interests. How did the US respond to this?

War in Iraq 2003-2010: Due 5/6
4. Between 1991 and 2003, the US imposed sanctions on Iraq and bombed the country an average of once per week. Analyze the effects of US sanctions on Iraq’s economy and military.
5. In 2003, the US went to war against Iraq under the pretense that they had WMDs. What evidence supported this? What evidence is there that there were no WMDs?
6. Is there any evidence that oil played a role in the US decision to attack Iraq?
Why did the war last so long?

Yemen: Due 5/11

7. Explain the origins and interests of Houthi rebels.
8. The United States has been using drones to attack targets in Yemen. Analyze US policy around  the use of drones in a country we are not technically at war with.
9. Is there evidence that Iran is playing an active role in the conflict in Yenem? Explain how this conflicts with US interests.




· Divide topics/questions among group members for each week.
· First set of research due on 5/5, second set due on 5/7, third set due on 5/12. Presentations will be given on 5/14.
· Each set of research must include the following:
· Sources cited in MLA format.
· Sources must be from  “respected sources,” i.e. major newspapers, organizations or educational institutions, or books.
· Minimum of one page summary of research
· Summary includes key dates and events, important people, and conveys an accurate understanding of the context and significance of your event. This means you may look at more than one source before you have a deep understanding of your topic or question.
· Presentations on 5/14:
· On 5/5, 5/7 and 5/12, there will be in-class time to work with your group on a powerpoint presentation. For each topic you research, you will be responsible for two slides per day (total of six per person).
· Slides must be informative, accurate, and to-the-point..
· You must put your name in the notes section of your slides to get credit.
· In addition to slides on each topic you research, as a group, one person will be responsible for each of the following:
· An annotated timeline that includes each of the major events covered in presentation.
· Biographical sketch of a person who has played a particularly large role in your topic.
· An annotated map which  clarifies key concepts covered in your presentation.
· Portfolio 5: This portfolio will include 3 research assignments (20 points each) and final presentation (20 points in tests/quizzes category). If you still need a current event, it should be an extra news source on one of your topics. 
· Essay 5 Due at EOC during finals week: If you write Essay 5, it will be to replace a lower essay grade.
· Essay 5 will be to write a research paper that explains the current US policy related to the wars since 1990s that you covered: Choose at least two conflicts that have something in common. Explain how these two conflicts relate, and how they help to understand and explain American interests in the world.

