Syllabus

US History with Sky Tallman

Spring Semester, 2015
Course Description
This course is an overview of major ideas and important turning points in United States history. This semester, students will focus on themes and developments in United States history starting with World War I and taking us into the present day.  Students will get practice doing research using and citing reliable sources as well as primary sources. Students will analyze historical events and developments, and learn about how individual people and groups have shaped American culture, politics and identity.

This class will emphasize the paideia method, which involves student-centered seminars. We will be doing 1-2 weekly readings with written responses.

The course will be organized into five units, each of which will culminate in a portfolio including the work done as homework, in-class work and an essay.

Textbook
We will be using a wide variety of texts, including America, A Narrative History, by George Tindall and David Shi, and  A People's History of the United States, by Howard Zinn. Students will also receive supplemental readings and materials in class and/or through the class website. On days when a reading in one of the books has been assigned, students are expected to bring that book with them to class. 

Required Materials
You will need to bring the following to class every day we meet:

1. A notebook

2. A folder to keep track of past assignments

3. Pen

4. The text we are currently studying

5. Your attention and participation
Course Website
All deadlines, assignments, materials and information relevant to this course will be posted to the class website: skytallman.yolasite.com. The class website will be updated weekly.

As student work is graded, grades will be entered in the online gradebook which can be viewed by students and parents.
TMP Course Policies:
1. Cheating and plagiarism will not be tolerated and will result in a zero for that assignment. In addition, SFCC may place a student on academic probation for SFCC classes  if the student violates the academic integrity policy (see SFCC Student Handbook).

2. Assignments are due at the beginning of class. Be sure to complete each assignment before the start of class and be ready to turn it in when you get to class. If you are using class time to finish assignments due at the beginning of class, the assignment will be counted as late.
3. Revision of work

For TMP courses, students who turn assignments in on time are allowed to revise them based on the teacher feedback.  Students are given until the next class meeting time to revise an assignment for that class and turn it in for a higher grade.  We believe that there is more value in revision than in throwing away a paper that is not very good.  Assignments that are turned in after the due date are not allowed to be revised.  

4. Late work

 If an assignment is turned in late but before 4 PM the following day (Fridays and weekend days each count as a day), the grade will be dropped by 10%.  After that time, the grade is a zero and the assignment will not be accepted.  Reminder – it is up to SFCC instructors to establish a late work policy for their respective classes.
4. Excused Absences: When a student misses class because of illness or any other excused absence, students are expected to contact their teachers to see what they missed. Assignments that were due the day of the absence are due the day that the student returns, not the next time that the class meets.  Tests must be made up during free time on the day of return.  Each student will have a syllabus and may also look at the course web page on the TMP website for information.  If there is a protracted illness that makes this difficult, the student needs to contact each teacher to set a date for assignments to be due.  Students may call, text or email teachers for help or to ask questions.

Unexcused Absences:  Students who miss a class without being excused may turn in their work with whatever penalty might be incurred for lateness.  Should this happen frequently, the student will be called for a meeting with TMP staff and parents.  
5.  Tardiness to class is disruptive to the learning process and does not reflect excellence. If a student is more than ten minutes late for class, it will result in a detention. Any three tardies to the same class of fewer than 10 minutes and regardless of excuse will result in a detention. Tardies will be tracked in each class.


6. Netbooks/laptops are not to be used in the classroom without instructor approval.

7. Cellphone: Cellphones need to be silenced and put away during the entire class period.

8. Food and Drink: No food in class. Sodas, energy drinks and other drinks with high sugar contents are discouraged. 

9. I am always here to help! If you find yourself falling behind or are unsure about a topic, please come meet with me. We only succeed if we work together.
Grading: Grades will be posted online. Please stay up to date with your grades as teachers do make mistakes!

TMP Grading Scale:

A+(97-100)=4.0; A(93-96)=4.0; A-(90-92)=3.7

B+(87-89)=3.3; B(83-86)=3.0; B-(80-82)=2.7

C+(77-79)=2.3; C(73-76)=2.0; C-(70-72)=1.7




D+(67-69)=1.3; D(65-66)=1.0; F(below 65)=0.0


  
Assignments
This class will involve weekly readings with written responses, as well as four essays over the course of the semester. Students will also get credit for participating in class discussion. 
Engagement: Engagement is an important part of this class and will count as 15% of the total grade. “Engagement” will be measured by observing student behaviors including, but not limited to:   
1) 
Showing up on Time (in seat with needed materials ready to go)

                                


2) Being prepared (has pen/pencil, needed materials, homework completed)
                                           

3) Being actively on Task (cell phone put away, staying in class, contacting teacher if absent)               

4) Having an Appropriate Attitude (willingness to engage, supportive of others)     
Each of the above items will be worth one point per day.                                           

Assignment values
Responses: 

35%

Essays:      

35%

Tests/Quizzes:     
15%

Engagement: 

15%
Contact
Email:  stallman@tmpsantafe.org



Phone: (505) 265 0673
