Syllabus

US History with Sky Tallman

Fall Semester, 2011

Course Description

This course is an overview of major eras and important turning points in United States history from early America until the Great Depression. Students will learn about and analyze major social, cultural, technological and political developments. Students will get practice doing research using reliable sources as well as primary sources. Students will analyze  historical events and developments, and learn about how individual people and groups have shaped American culture, politics and identity.

This class will emphasize the paideia method, which involves student-centered seminars.

Each week, seminars and Fridays will be structured differently because some of my students will be in Bekah's seminar and/or Friday class, and some of the students in our seminar/Friday class will be in Bekah's class. 

During seminar, we will be discussing the readings from Howard Zinn's A People's History of the United States. 

On Friday's we will be working on semester-long research projects. 

Textbook

Our primary text for this course is A People's History of the United States, by Howard Zinn. Students will also receive supplemental readings and materials in class and through the class website. 

Website and Edline

All deadlines, assignments, materials and information relevant to this course will be posted to the class website: skytallman.yolasite.com. The class website will be updated weekly.

As student work is graded, grades will be entered in edline. Edline is an online gradebook which can be viewed by students and parents.

Assignments 

All assignments are due in class on the day they are due, except final drafts of essays, which can be turned in by 4:00pm the day they are due. 

Contemporary Concepts Conflicts and Concerns –

This is a weekly assignment due at the beginning of the first class each week (not in Seminar). 

Students will follow current events, and summarize an article from the news on a weekly basis. Students will choose a particular theme to focus on and will summarize at least five summaries on that topic. In writing summaries, students will also utilize vocabulary from class.

Grading


40%  Essays – Students will be required to write four essays this semester. 


10%  Participation – This includes reading the required material, taking part in class discussions and activities, taking notes, and coming to class prepared.


15%  Short assignments – Other assignments will include timelines, maps, worksheets, presentations and current events.


15%  Tests and Quizzes 


20%  Research Projects

A+ (97 –100) = 4.0

A (93-96) = 4.0

A- (90 – 92) = 3.7

B+ (87-89) = 3.3

B (83 –86) = 3.0

B- (80- 82) = 2.7

C+ (77 – 79) = 2.3

C (73-76) = 2.0

C- (70-72) = 1.7

D+ (67-69) = 1.3

D (65-66) = 1.0

F (below 65) = 0.0

Note:

Because some students have both Sky and I for U.S. History, seminars and Friday classes will be graded separately.  Your final grades in the class will be a combination of your grades in each section, based on the above weights.  The Research Project will be based in your Friday class.  Because much of the work on this project will be done in class, absences on Fridays WILL affect your grade!

Materials

Students are expected to come to class with a pen or pencil and a notebook. Students are also expected to have a system of organizing class materials.

Policies

See school handbook for classroom policies on late work, behavior, attendance, etc.

Remember, I am there to help you. If you feel like you are falling behind or that you need extra help on a topic, come see me. 

Plagiarism: Plagiarized work will automatically receive a zero and cannot be made up. Parents will also be notified if work is found to be plagiarized. 

Pacing Guide

This is to give you an idea of what topics we will be covering each week and which chapters you will be expected to have read for that week in your textbook.

Week 1-2: Intro and discovery of the Americas, Indian removal – 
Chapters 1, 7

Week 3-4: Slave Trade, Civil War




Chapters 2, (8), 9

Week 5: Reconstruction and Jim Crow segregation


Chapter 10

Week 6: Industrialization





Chapter 11

Week 7-8: Reform Movements




Chapter 13

Week 9: Spanish American War




Chapter 12

Week 10: WWI






Chapter 14

Week 11: 1920's






Chapter 15

Week 12-14: Great Depression and New Deal




Week 15: Projects and presentations

Week 16: Final Review

Week 17: Finals Week

