Essay 1

Renaissance and Reformation
Respond to one of the following prompts. (Make sure you respond to all parts of the prompt).
Rough Draft due in Seminar, Wed, Sept. 21.

Final Draft due Mon/Tues, Sept 26, 27.


Final Draft – min. 500 words
1. Imagine you're a reporter in the year 1526 in the Holy Roman Empire. Charles V's army has just been defeated by Suleyman I in Hungary, and the Protestant Reformation is taking place. Write an article for a local paper that explains the difficult situation Charles V finds himself in between the Protestant Reformation, his rivalry with the Ottomans and his strained relations with Francis I of France, Henry VIII of England and with the Pope. Describe some ways the Renaissance is changing the world, and give advice to either Charles V or to the Lutherans on how to make the best of the situation. 

In this option, you will be analyzing the politics in Europe during the reign of Charles V. Explain how he is both emperor in the Holy Roman Empire and King of Spain, and analyze his relationship to other powers in Europe (England, Rome, France). You will also explain what the Reformation was about and how it was connected 

2. Imagine you were in Italy in the year 1350 and you decided to run away to avoid the plague in the woods. There, you fell asleep for a little more than 150 years, and when you woke up, the world around you had changed. You picked up a book (that wasn't hand written) by Machiavelli, you stumbled in to the Sistene Chapel in Rome. Trying to figure out what has been going on in the world, you take a trip to Florence, where you talk to people on the streets, including a merchant, a priest, a soldier, a prince  and an artist. You are trying to figure out what you've missed and to how to explain the changes you see. Write an account of what you would see and read, and about what the different people you meet tell you  about how things are for people like themselves (and how they have changed.

In this option, you will describe developments in art, the economy, religion, and the Military during the Renaissance. Also, show how the Black Death contributed to the Renaissance and what effect the printing press had on society. 
