Outline for class 8/31 and 9/1

Manifest Destiny, race,  and the Buildup to the Mexican American War
· Manifest Destiny 

· Combination of protestant and Enlightenment ideas: God would promote democracy, republicanism, free market, and social equality; God led them to America to redeem backward peoples and to spread across the continent.

· M. D. in Indian Removal Act

Louisiana Purchase

Settlement/Rebellion in TX

Gold in CA

· Compare US and Mexico leading up to Mx/Am war

	· US
	· Mexico

	· State Nationalism: People loyal to state and ideals represented by government and country.
	· People less loyal to state, more bound together as a religious community.



	· America fought for independence from England, in part, to be free to keep the institution of slavery. 
	· Mexican elite resisted independence to preserve privilege of Spanish born, and to maintain colonial racial hierarchy .

	· 
	· Mexican war for independence in 1810, led by Hidalgo, was largely a revolt by creoles against Spanish-born privilege.

	· Free market. Belief in keeping the state out of the economy. (partially responsible for much more economic growth in the US).
	· Mercantilist – organized by and for the Spanish crown. State directed all parts of the economy.
· Spain left Mexico underdeveloped to shield resources from the rest of the world. 

	· In 1800, US income was 2x larger than Mexico’s
· By 1845, it was 13x larger.
	· 

	· Pro-slave South hoped to annex parts of Mexico as slave states.

· Abolitionists in the North opposed the war.

· Northerners did not want slavery in new territories (The South began threatening to secede if California were admitted as a non-slave state).


	· Anti-slavery (which was one major reason for Texas seceding from Mexico)


Polk made several contestable claims. He claimed that Texas (to the Rio Grande) had been part of the Louisiana Purchase [it hadn’t]). He also claimed that the Mexican army invaded US territory in their attack on General Taylor (who was attacked in disputed territory between the Nueces river and the Rio Grande.

US paid Mexico $18 million in the Treaty of Guadalupe-Hidalgo, in which Mexico ceded about ½ its territory.
