	Our first essay is going to focus on the issue of slavery leading up to the Civil War. Chapter 2 looks at the slave trade, and the institution of slavery, and chapter 9 looks at the buildup to the civil war. Both chapters analyze acts of resistance to slavery. Using our textbook, A People's History, as your main source, write an essay that addresses the following:

 -- How was slavery described? How was it enforced?

 -- Analyze three examples of resistance to slavery.

 -- What was the role of slavery in the buildup to the Civil War? (Describe the significance of Slavery to the North and the South). 

 -- Describe major differences between the North and the South.

 -- How do you think Lincoln felt about slavery? How did his view change or how was it influenced by political developments?

CCCC due – start thinking about what you will focus on.


Outline US History Sept 6-7:

1. Announce essay. Collect CCCC. Hand back old cccc.

2. Buildup to Civil War:

Review: How did Abolitionists and Southerners see the Mexican war? What reasons did both support it? 

--Thoreau’s dissent

3. E.Q.  Why did the North oppose slavery? Why did the South think it was worth fighting for?
4. Economy of Slavery:  (Think – States Rights v. Slavery  as a reason for secession).
Btw. 1790 and 1860: 

a. Price of a slave tripled

b.  Slave pop. Went from 500,000 to 4 million
c. Cotton production went from 1000 tons to 1 million tons (Cotton Gin + power loom)

d. In 1850, plantation slaves constit. America’s largest workforce, yet fewer than 1,500 plantations worked more than 100 slaves; only two more than 1000.

North (Union)/South (confederacy)

Econ. Based on mfg, wage labor
/ Agricultural economy (Cotton and Tobacco)

Believes slavery is withering
/ Believes slavery is expanding

(1860) 2.5 mil soldiers

/ 900,000 soldiers (=3/4 adult white male pop).
Population 22mil

/ Population 5 mil whites, 4 mil blacks

15x more railroad mileage

20x more manufacturing 





/ Pre Civil War monetary value of slaves in South = more than 2x the value of all other assets in the US.

5. Anti-Slave Rebellions

Was slavery going to cause a rebellion is it wasn’t dealt with?

a. John Brown –  Tried to sieze federal arsenal in Virginia (lgst fed arsenal in South), hoping it would trigger a slave rebellion.
i. State insisted that John Brown was too “hopelessly and ridiculously small to accomplish anything”…”the state nevertheless spent $250,000 to punish these invaders, stationed from 100 – 300 soldiers in the vicinity and threw the nation into turmoil.” – W.E.B. DuBois (p. 181-182)

b. –“You had better --  all you people of the South – prepare yourselves for a settlement of this question… You may dispose of me very easily – I am nearly disposed of now, but this question is still to be settled – this Negro question, I mean; the end of that is not yet.”
6. Mini Seminar:

Pg. 171: 1st 2 paragraphs, pg. 187

Turn in: Reflections: Goldman/Debs – on how struggles (for workers) should be waged




T.R. On how the legacy of slavery would impact reconstruction




L.H./DuBois – on how slavery/reconstruction shaped their positions.
