Essay 3: WWI

Choose one of the following prompts to answer in an essay. 

Your response should be at least 500 words long, and it should cite specific examples from your book and from class.

US 1: due Wed.   11/16
US 2: due Thurs. 11/17

1. Howard Zinn writes that in the pre-World War I years, “there was worry

about the health of the state” (Zinn, p. 359).What were the worries?

What do you think the federal government had to worry about? Did

any of these worries lead us into war? How did they influence the course

and outcomes of the war?
2. The measures which the United States government employed to build consensus

among the public for the war were extensive and in many cases intrusive. Describe

 these measures. From your understanding of the time, how important do you

think it was for the United States to use these measures? 
3. Using and citing copies of the Bill of Rights, the Sedition and Espionage Acts, and the

speeches by Eugene Debs, discuss in an essay whether you believe that

Debs’ opposition to the war justified his arrest and imprisonment. What do these acts tell
us about the United States during WWI?

4. ReadW. E. B. Du Bois’s article, “The African Roots of War,” published in

the Atlantic Monthly in May 1915.What were his primary points? Do you

agree with his beliefs about capitalism, democracy, imperialism, international

rivalry? Explain. What do you think Du Bois might have added to the article

if he had attempted to rewrite it in 1920?

Rubric

	Accuracy and clarity
	Citations


	Content and ideas
	Conventions
	Organization

	Your ideas are accurate and clearly presented.

Your essay demonstrates understanding.
	You cite at least three examples from our book, or other source.

Cite both in text and in a works cited.
	You develop a clear thesis.

You take a clear position.

You respond directly and thoroughly to the prompt. 
	Use of correct grammar and usage. This includes spelling, punctuation & sentence structure. 
	Your paper flows in a clear and logical way. You show connections between ideas. 

	30
	10
	35
	15
	10


